Peter Van Giesen,

Ever meet someone who, shortly after you
begin talking to him, you can tell is one of
those rare guys whose easy-going, “don’t-
sweat-the-small-stuff” sense of humor and
confidence quickly put you at ease? Then, as
your conversation progresses, you realize that
his comfortable disposition comes not only
from a natural love of life, but from having
had a broad range of experiences, and, thus,
a keen appreciation for what matters in life
along with the well deserved respect of peers
and colleagues. Well, the city of Lynnwoad
has just such a guy in Nuisance Abatement
Officer, Peter Van Giesen.

¢ "Peter came out of retirement five years ago
%__~ accept the Lynnwood post. Prior to that,
he had always worked on the other side of

the fence, 50 to speak. In other words, he'd.

had a career in the private sectot, which in-
cluded being a builder, developer and archi-
tectural engineer, But, once retired, says Pe-
ter, “I was always hanging around nry old col-
leagues who told me, ‘For God sakes, get a
job!" T had never worked for the government
pefore,” explains Peter, with a chuckle of
irony. He recails the surprise of some of his
colleagues, people like Frank Wycoff of
Snohomish County, “He used to check my
plans when I was a developer,” he says. Some
of the plans included, among other things,
several residences in the once brand-new city
of Mill Creek. He was also invelved in the
development of the community of Sudden
Valley. Now he finds it ironic that, in his new
. career, he has actually been involved in con-
demning apartments he once helped to de-
velop.

'Now,f'sg;y:s E{gtes; he is able to use his con-
siderable and varied background to make a
difference in the-city of Lynnwood. This com-

Ruth Ross, Zoning Code Enforcement Officer and Peter Van Giesen, Nuisance Abatement Officer.

the 1-5 corridor, is home to some 33,000 with
a daytime population of 150,000 shoppers,
students and workers. Known for its abun-
dance of retail stores and lacking any discern-
ible downtown core, Peter says, jokingly, that
“The heart and soul of Lynnwood is Fred
Meyer.” He explains that there are a lot of
enterprising folks in Lynnwood, including
hundreds of home occupations. “Lynnwood
is a place where you come and try to make
it,” says Peter. “I have a lot of respect for
that.”

While there are certainly several established
neighborhoods in Lynnwood with a sense of
community identity, much of this busy city’s
population is transient. Two thirds of
Lynnwood’s housing is rental, the majority of
it being constructed during the Boeing Boom
of the late sixties, says Peter. That fact alone,
coupled with a diverse ethnic population, is
more than enough to keep him, along with

Zoning Code Enforcement Officer Ruth Ross,
who handles much of the commercial enforce-
ment, very, very busy. “We often team up,”
he explains. But residential code enforcemient
is only one among many duties Peter handles
in the city that he says “does not sleep”. He
also handles restaurant complaints - (“If it
stinks or crawls, it's mine™} - in the town that
boasts the highest concentration of fast food
restaurants in the state. As a licensed land
surveyor, he is often called upon to settle prop-
erty line disputes.

He carries a police badge “which allows
me to exercise ceriain limited police powers”,
he expiains, “ get a lot of support from the
{continued on page 4)
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A few words from W.A.C.E. President Jim Gough

: = The summer is passing quickly and soon
out Fall Conference will be convening in Leavenworth. This -
year’s subject, the Endangered Species Act, and all that im-
plies, is a timely and critical issue with any jurisdiction in
Washington where salmon spawn. 1'm pot sure there are (00
many where that doesn’t occur. Our presenters are sub-
ject experts who will cover every aspect of the ESA,
from Federal to local. Irecommend highly your pastici-
pation.

This year will be unique in that we will be having the
elections for the WACE officers during the Fall Con-
ference. All officer positions are open, from President to Sergeant at Arms. This
issue of the Code Word has information on nominations and voting. Every member
will have the opportunity to nominate and vote, this year, not just those atténding the
conference. Even if you are not able to be with us at Leavenworth,  encourage you to
participate in the process by nominating and/or voting by mail. Those who are at the
conference will be able to vote as long as they haven’t already voted by mail.

This will be my last message to the membership as president. It has been an event-
ful 2 _ years. We have had excellent membership involvement with the Fall Confer-
ences and educational meetings. We have attempted to meet the needs of the mem-
bership and to advance the profession of Code Enforcement. I feel that WACE has
become an excellent forum for Code Enforcernent. The networking and common
problem solving has been invaluable.

1 would also like to recognize the dedicated work of our Executive Committee.
The officers and board members have put in many hours of work to continue the
success of WACE. Each has contributed to the Association with blood, sweat and
tears. I feel very grateful that WACE has had such a fine group of people working in
behalf of the mersbers. I wish to thank them for their time, efforts and commitment.

I would also like to thank the members of WACE for supporting the Association
during our tenure. It has been gratifying to me to represent such a professional, ethi-
cat and determined group. 1 will continue to be anxious to hear from you and will be
looking forward to supporting WACE in the future. I have accepted a seat on the
Certification Committee for AACE and will be supporting the continued success WACE
has had with the AACE Certification.

Thanks again, for your confidence and support.
Jim Gough, WACE President

Kathy will be missed

Katherine Elaine Kohl, former Code Compliance Officer, for the City of Yakima, died in
June after a 2 year battle with lung cancer. '

Kathy was the first WACE member to represent the City of Yakima, and the first female
ICBO certified zoning inspector east of the Cascades in Washington State. Kathy later
became certified in building, plumbing & mechanical codes and was promoted to Building
Code Inspector for the city of Yakima. Due to her failing heaith, Kathy transferred from
her position as Building Code Inspector, and held the position of Land Use Planner upon
her death. :

Kathy was a wonderful friend & co-worker, and I am happy to say that I had the oppor-
tunity to Jet her know how very special she was to me... (Spring Robinson)
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Larry Lanning - Sergeant at Arms
808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.
Spokane, WA $9201-3333 * - E

509-652.6108 » 500-625-6103 FAX - "+~ -

Richard Cottage - Second Vice President
Code Compliance Officer.. © -2 ¢
2930 Wetmore Avenue, Suite 100
Everett, WA 58201

425-257-8731 « 425-257-8629 FAX
reottage@ci.everett. wa.us

Jim Gough - President

Code Compliance Superviser

PO, Box 90012

Believue, WA 98009-9012
475-452-6985 « 425-452-T930 FAX
jegough@ci bellevue. wa.us

Jim Haason - Third Vice President
Code Compliance Officer

2930 Wetmore Avenue, Suite 100
Fverett, WA 98201

425-257-8731 » 425-257-8629 FAX
jhanson@ci.everett. wa.us

Mastin Nordby - First Vice President
Code Compliance Officer

33530 15t Way South

Federal Way, WA 98003
253-661-4121 « 253-661-4024 FAX
mr¥12@acl.com

Spring Robinson - Secretary

Code Compliance Officer

City of Yakirna

129 North 2nd Street

Yakima, WA 98901

509-575-6258 » 509-575-6105 FAX
srobinso@ci.yakima wa.us

Ruth Ross - Board of Directors
Zoring Code Compliance

City of Lynnwood

PO, Box 5008

Lynnwood, WA 98046-4998
425-6T0-8329 » 425-771-6585 FAX
rross @ci.lynnwood.wa.us

Craig Salzman - Board of Ditectors
Code Compliance Officer

City of Issaquah

P.O. Box 1307

Issaguah, WA 98027

425-237-3107 » 425-391-1049 FAX
craigs @ci.issaquah.wa.us

Yvonne Smith - Treasurer

Zoning InspectorfCode Enforcement
Community Deveiopment Department

P.C. Box 1993

Vancouver, WA 58668-1995

360-696-8005 ext 8394 « 360-696-8283 FAX

Mathan Thompson - Board of Directors
Code Compliance Officer

City of Yakima

129 N. Second Street

Yakima, WA 98901

509-575-6258 » 509-573-6105 FAX
nthompso@cl.yakima.wa.us

Brenda Wood - Board of Directors
Code Enforcement Officer

900 Qaksdale Avenue SW

Renton, WA 98055

206-296-7092 = 206-296-6604 FAX
codebwood @ hotmail.com
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CELEBRATE TEN YEARS OF WA..C.E.l!!

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 22

Evening Check-in 4nd Registration

THURSBAY, SEPT. 23

 Informal get-acquainted get-together in Brenda Woods' suite. Look for de-
tails at check-in.

= If you come in early on Thursday, bracelets for activities next door at the
Icicle Junction will be only $9. This includes unlimited use of bumper boats,
train, mini golf and tokens for the arcade. {Just 10 give you an idea of what a
good deal this is; one boat ride is $2.50}

THURSDAY SEMINARS

« §:30 a.m. BASIC 101 OF ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT: Presented by a
Washington State Attorney. The Hability of each jurisdiction to enforce this
law: Even if it’s not your responsibility to enforce this, it is your responsibil-
ity to recognize when it is being violated and to know who to report it to.

o 11:00 a.m. BUSINESS MEETING Candidates will be announced and cur-
rent W.AC.E. business discussed.

\1 2:00 Noon LUNCH (and possible extension of business meeting)
S/

130 a.m. FIELD TRIP TO ICICLE CREEK FISH HATCHERY &
STREAM — Speakers from the [cicle Creek Watershed Council and National
Fish Hatchery Staff will share the story and demonstrate the resuits of the
National Fish Hatchery Study which was conducted by Washington Trout and
the Icicle Creek Watershed Council under a federal grant, This study success-
fully redirected the salmon, which had been previously unable to get upstream.

THURSDAY NIGHT DINNER, CASINO NIGHT AND AUCTION
Following dinner at the Ieicle Junction, we will once again host a Casino Night
at Caroll’s Club. An evening of gambling with “play” money will be followed by
an auction. Each furisdiction or individual attending the conference brings an
auction item on which we use our winnings to bid. Last year’s attendees can
attest to the uproaricus fun that is the result,

Don’t miss this event!

The tradition continues! Meet your colleagues once again for the annual retreat to picturesque
Leavenworth. Celebrate W.A.C.E's tenth anniversary with a bit of professional development
(ie; great seminars and field trips) along witls a little persenal rejuvenation (aka; fun?).
Check out the itinerary and then check in with the Icicle Inn for your reservations & help.

FRIDAY SEPT. 24

MORNING BALLOT BOX AND ELECTION COMMITTEE
TABLE OFEN FOR VOTING

Ballots will be cast all moming for W.A.C.E. elections. The ballot boxes will be
open undl the ciose of the moening break.

FRIDAY SEMINARS ANDACTIVITIES

» 9:00 a.m. Effect of Endangered Species Act on Local Jurisdictions Federal,
State and Local representatives will discuss the impagct of this federally man-
dated law. Though it comes from the National Marine Fisheries Service, itis
passed down to Jocal jurisdictions to enforce it. Even though you may not be
the final inspector, you may often be the first one on site. Find out what you
need to krow to meet your obligations in enforcing the ES.A.

o 1200 Neon Lunch and Election Announcements
¢ 1:00 p.m, Most Amazing Cases

Don’t miss the session that has become 2 W.A.C.E. favorite! Bring pictures on a
phote board to share your story about one or more of the f(}llowing:
Worst Case » Most Dangerous Case
Biggest Gross Out Case ° Funniest Case
Most Unusual, Fic.

These story boards will be for display, discussion and interaction and should be
displayed throughout the conference. Also, if you have a case that you are hav-
ing probiems, bring it to the floor to share with your colleagues. This is your
chance to cash in on the wealth of experience that exists among W.A.C.E. mem-
bers, We will then vote on the cases and present certificates in each category.

Make Your Room Reservation Now!
phone (509) 548-7000, fax (509) 548-7050
Identify yourself with W.A.C.E. to get low conference room rates. (Room
rates not inciuded in conference fee)

Reservations must be made by August 22, 1999, Don't wait: you can always
cancel a reservation, but if you wait, the Icicle Inn will begin to give away
rooms te the pubiic.

single, | bed, 1 person: ... §74.00
doubles, 1 bed, 2 people: $79.00
twin, 2 beds, 2 people: .... $84.00

deluxe, 2 bedrm, 2 people:390.00
King suite: .o $125.00
migi suite, 2 queers: ... $109.00

= 5% { CONFERENCE REGISGRATION )= s s s o som bon s o s s e s s

“Fall Conference”

September 22 - 24, 1999 « Icicle Inn = Leavenworth

Amount enclosed (check one}
D $175, WACE member
a $220, non-member

Registration fee, per person, includes break-
fast, lunch and dinner on Thursday; breakfast

and lunch on Friday {rcom rate not included).

Yvonne Smith, WACE Treasurer

E Name Titie
s Hurisdiction

! Address

_“ Phone (___) Fax (__)

g Q Purchase Order #

Zoning Inspector, City of Vancouver,

PO Box 1995, Vancouver, WA

i

i

i

|

Mail payment and registration form to: 5
|

|

98668-1995 E
ol




(continued from front page}

police department. If anythif{g gets remotely dicey, they're right
there to back me up.” Recently, that came in pretly handy. A
Lynnwood resident threatened him, claiming he possessed more fire-
power than the Lynnwood Police Department, In fact, things like
survivalist and terrorist literature were found in his residence along with
his cache of weapons. The incident received its fair shage of press cov-
erage and the suspect was incarcerated on a miilion dollars baik.

While Lynnwood could use three or four more of Peter and Ruth, they
both manage to accomplish a great deal. As far as managing his enor-
mous caseload, Peter says, “I pick and choese. There are some people 1
could make a career out of, but it's like raking leaves. The stuff keeps
coming back! 1 pick the cases where a jittle nudge or a letter will make
the difference.”

Making a difference is what keeps Peter interested, “Treally do enjoy
the challenge. I tike to resolve different situations.” He enjoys working
with Lynnwood’s diverse immigrant population. “T'm an immjgrant from
Holland myself,” he explains, having emigrated from his home country
at age 21, “I'm always interested in people’s backgrounds and their
ethnic situations.” He also enjoys helping elderly residents in difficalt
situations. In fact, he does a volunteer stint as an ombudsman for the
state of Washington monitoring long term elderly care facilities, Some-
times the job, he says, just “lakes alittle bit of sympathy.” It also takes a
bit of positive action. He has authored several brochures covering such
subjects as solving neighborhood disputes and descriptions of city func-
Hions and resources, Additionally he.is working with the police depart-
ment and the landlord association to provide “landlord school”. His goals
for Lynnweod include creatimga-stabte-living environment 'where more
people can own their homes, developing standards for multi-famity hous-
ing {condos), and creating a sense of neighborhood in various residential
areas. “Tt is a team effort,” he points out, but “having the police and
politicians behind you are great ingredients.”

If bringing a little humot to his work day is one of his success secTels
“Ip's essential!” he asserts. “A lot of these things are not tife or death”,
leaving work behind is as well. I spend as much time on Puget Sound as
possible,” says this boating enthusiast, “and my wife Susan keeps me
busy in the garden.” His philosophy? “Life is like dessert.

Enjoy it every day!”

Once again there is a case which should make all of us pause and .
reflect if our personal “officer safety” procedures are adequate.to -4
meet any and ail circumstances we may encounter. I refer to the '
citizen Peter Van Giesen, Code Enforcement Officer for Lynnwood;
encountered earlier this year. (See cover story for more details). .

I can say that I have not akways followed the most prudent proce-~,
dures when investigating complaints, but I can say that times hgvé
changed and it is always better to err on the side of caution. With:
the last few years, according to the AACE Perspective, there
forty Code Compliance Officers Killed in 1997 and 7200 assau
We always need reminding that we have 2 grealer exposure to-vio-
lence based upon the type of job we do. 1t is time that we ali keep
our guard up and be wary of those situations or peopleiwho could
cause us harm. I think that we spend more time worryipg whether
or not we will be “attacked” through a lawsuit than we sigénd think-
ing about physical danger.

The classes we had in Vancouver during our educational confer-
ence dealt with how to’ deal with the mentally ill, and how to re-

St

spond if attacked physicary. It behooves us all o stay current on
the ways to protect ourselves, to establish procedures, which limits
our exposure or petil, and to maintain that awareness that 1s neces-
sary for our well being. Let me know your thoughts ar expetiences.

WACE Newsletter c/o Craig Salzman
PO Box 1307 « Issaquah, WA 98027
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®¢ piease report ary name, titie or address changes to Craig Salzman.
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Brent Baldwin

Code Enforcement Officer
15 N. 3rd Avenue

P.O. Box 478

Waila Waila, WA 99362
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